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Photographs provided by UPDF show Maj Gen Muhanga Kayanja, who is leading the operation in DRC.

Beni, DR Congo | URN | Amnesty International is calling for  the protection of civilians and adherence to international humanitarian law as the Governments of Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) launch a joint military operation against the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) rebels.
The Ugandan army announced on 30th November 2021 that it had, along with its “Congolese allies,” launched air and artillery strikes against ADF camps in the DRC. The information was later confirmed by the Congolese government.
Similarly, Residents of Nobili, a small town on the DRC-Uganda border in North-Kivu, have witnessed columns of Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) soldiers with heavy weapons and armored vehicles crossing the border since Tuesday 30th evening.
   
“The situation remains volatile in eastern DRC as both Congolese and Ugandan forces continue to fight armed groups. Past foreign military interventions in the DRC, including by Uganda, have resulted in the targeting or harming of civilians,” said Sarah Jackson, Amnesty International’s Deputy Director for East Africa, the Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes.
She however hastens to add that military commanders in Uganda and DRC must take all required steps under international humanitarian law to protect and avoid harm to civilians during this operation. She added that they must also avoid locating military facilities and soldiers near civilian homes, and where they have to do so, they must give adequate warning and evacuate people if necessary.
  


Troops march into the forestsAccording to Amnesty International, both the DRC and the Ugandan armies have a track record of human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law in the area and they have rarely been held to account.
 
In 2005, the International Court of Justice ruled that the Ugandan army violated international humanitarian and human rights law during their military intervention in DRC between 1998 and 2003, including through failing to protect the civilian population, committing killings and torture of civilians and destroying villages.
Amnesty says that during the ongoing operation, DRC has the obligation to investigate any reported violations of international humanitarian law and human rights on its territory, including by its own forces, while Uganda must investigate any allegations of violations by its forces.
DRC and Uganda should also ensure that there is a mechanism accessible to civilians in the area to safely report violations, should they occur.
   
Amnesty International is also concerned about the risk of retaliation against civilians by ADF combatants, which may arise as in the past if nothing is done to prevent such actions.
  


“Protection of civilians and the respect for human rights should be at the centre of their actions. Children, older people, people with disabilities and internally displaced people must be particularly protected from harm,” said Sarah Jackson.
“Authorities must also allow access for humanitarian actors, journalists and human rights defenders to continue to do their work unhindered, including in areas where joint operations are taking place.”  
Read Also: Regional ministers approve DRC’s request to join EAC
The ADF, a rebel group formed in Uganda in the 1990s which then fled into eastern DRC, has carried out attacks against civilians in the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri which border Uganda. According to local civil society groups, at least 6,000 people have been killed by the ADF in this area since 2013.
Since May 2021, a state of siege proclaimed by DRC President Tshisekedi in North Kivu and Ituri has given special powers to the army and the police to help stop attacks against civilians and “neutralize” armed groups, including the ADF. Yet such attacks have intensified in recent months, with over 1,200 civilians killed according to the Kivu Security Tracker, and tens of thousands of others displaced according to the UN.
In recent years, the ADF has pledged allegiance to a group calling itself Islamic State (ISIS) which has claimed responsibility for several attacks carried out in Uganda in October and November 2021 which the Ugandan authorities have attributed to the ADF.
   
These include attacks on 16 November near the Central Police Station and Parliament in Kampala, Uganda’s capital, which killed four and injured 37 others according to a statement by the Uganda Police Force.
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Barawe, Somalia| URN | The Uganda People’s Defense Forces (UPDF) operating under the African Union …..READ MORE
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Kitgum, Uganda | By Michael Wandati | The 5th Division Court Martial has taken action …..READ MORE





   

 
 
Follow Us On:
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram
	Reddit
	Feed
	Youtube



Follow Our Facebook Page



News in Pictures
	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  





	

  







Trending Now
	  



UBOS starts recruitment of census enumerators as exercise goes digital

	  



Sheebah dispels pregnancy rumors, shares video of her flat tummy

	  



Egyptians accused of killing fellow countryman over business rivalry in Uganda

	  



Post Bank audit uncovers Shs 138m heist, five employees arrested

	  



Missing Egyptian found dead, body dumped in Soroti swamp






Sponsored
  
   
  

 
 
 
 
Featured Video






Latest News
	
  


									

Govt driver who knocked dead Kagadi protestor remanded									

March 6, 2024
0


	
  


									

New law to regulate masons, construction sites in Uganda in offing									

March 6, 2024
0


	
  


									

Uganda frees 7 police officers accused of kidnapping, deporting Rwandan refugees									

March 6, 2024
0


	
  


									

Egyptians accused of killing fellow countryman over business rivalry in Uganda									

March 6, 2024
0





Follow Us on X

Tweets by @dispatchug

Kampala Dispatch Magazine
  



 
 
PUBLISHERS

The Kampala Dispatch

P.O. Box 27258 Kampala, Uganda

Tel: +256 393 299066 / +256 772 622850

Email: info@dispatch.ug





	About Us
	Contact Us
	Advertise With Us
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use




Copyright © 2024 Kampala Dispatch. All Rights Reserved.





    
     